
Ames Home Builders Association

November 2008

Inside this issue:

Presidentôs Message

Pres Message Conôt...
NAHB Newsletters

New Members
Membership Meeting

Election Day
2009 Slate of Ofý cers

Christmas Party

Member Spotlight - FNB
Membership Conference 

President:
Past President

!st Vice President:
2nd Vice President

Secretary/Treasurer::

Randy Rathert
Mark Hanson
Matt Barr
Jake Hanson
Ryan Pries

Associate Director
State Directors:

Directors
Ex-Ofý cio

Womenôs Council Rep.

Laura Cram
Keith Arneson, Scott Brower, Brian Thompson, Rich Johan-
son (Alt), Jake Hanson Alt), Ryan Pries (Alt)
Mary Fitch Steve Shuey, Kirk Geist, Rich Lepper (Alt)
David Brown
Suzanne Thompson

2008 Board of Directors 

November is the time of year 
when your Ames HBA 
elects new ofý cers for 2009. 

Please plan to attend the November 
membership meeting on Tuesday 
the 18th at the AGCC as you will 
be able to elect and visit with your 
2009 ofý cers. This is also a time 
where you can sign up to assist with 
committees.

November is also the time 
of year where many of you are busy 
planning for 2009 season. Ames is a 
unique market when it comes to our 
industry. As many of you know there 
are areas in the United States that are 
seeing some really tough times and 
the media continues sending signals 
out that our entire country is in a 
spiraling downfall. This is not the 
case in Iowa and speciý cally Ames. 
We may not be seeing the growth we 
had a couple years ago but we are 
not seeing the decline other areas of 
the United States is currently under. 

Here are some interesting ý gures on 
permits through September of 2008 
as compared to September of 2007 
(single and multi family combined). 
This information is available on the 
NAHB web site or you can go to 
www.HousingEconomics.com.

Nationally - 33%
Northeast - 14%
Midwest -34%
Iowa  - 32%
Ames  + 2%
South  -32%
Areas of LA           -70%
West  West  West -40%
As I drive around Ames I am 

amazed as to all the activity I see 
within our industry. The Aquatics 
Center, ISU Research Park, West 
Ames Bowling Alley and Motel, 
ISU Campus area, South Duff 
area, Fareway and Bloomington 
Road expansion and the Somerset 
expansion just to name a few. 
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