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THINK SPRING!  Donôt look now, 
but we have our clocks set ahead for 
daylight savings time and soon we 

will have spring ofý cially on the calendar.  
With the cold and snow we have had in the 
last thirty days, it canôt come any too soon.  
The weather has presented many challenges 
to the job sites I have visited and now we 
have mud to deal with also.

In visiting with several of our 
builder members, the upcoming building 
season should be active.  Hopefully, all 
those estimates result in a good year in 
2007.  Speaking of 2007, did you realize 
this is the 50th Anniversary of the Ames 
Home Builder Association?  Plans are in 
the works for several events to recognize 
this milestone.  If you have any information 
youôd like to share about our history, please 
share it with Mary Fitch, Stacy Woodward 
or myself.  Stay tuned for more news about 
our 50th year acknowledgements.

We also need to be aware of the 
happenings on the hill in Des Moines.  Our 
current legislative session is about half 
over.  To continue to be informed, check 
the HBA Iowa website at www.hbaiowa.org
and click on the legislative updates link.  
In addition, several of our members serve 

on various boards and committees with the 
City of Ames.  It is important that our local 
association has input into the future rules 
and regulations governing the building 
industry.

At last count we have eight homes 
entered in the Parade of Homes coming up 
this June.  Randy Rathert and his committee 
are pressing forward for this event.  
ATTENTION Home Builder Members ï 
there is still time to enter your home in the 
home show.  Please contact Stacy ASAP.  

Our next Membership Meeting 
is Tuesday, March 20.  We will have a fun 
evening with a Chili Cook-Off.  We have 
10 entrants that will be seeking the honor 
of ñChampion Pot of Chili.ò  The event 
will be held upstairs at the Elks Club.  We 
will start the evening with social hour and 
judging at 6 pm with chili dinner to follow.  
Invite a guest, your work associates and 
signiý cant other to join u s for this evening 
conversation and good food.  I look forward 
to seeing you the 20th.

Dean Axland
AHBA President
cdaxland@msn.com
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