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What a great start to the 
construction year. The 
weather has been ideal and 

crews have been busy with very little 
down time. It is another optimistic year 
for Ames and surrounding communities 
in all businesses. 

If you are taking interest in our 
new city council, and I hope everyone 
is, youôll know that they are on a path 
to stain the reputation of our city by 
discouraging businesses from coming 
to town. 

We, as the building community, 
need to be concerned about the 
direction the city council is taking.  The 
lack of support for growth can greatly 
affect our livelihood, as well as the 
community for years to come.

Growth has to do with 
welcoming new business to our 
community, not making it more 
difý cult. Growth has to do with 
establishing a tax base to provide new 
and exciting amenities for the residents 
of our growing community, as well as 

support the existing ones.  Growth is 
bringing in new families and residents 
to support our starving school system.  
Itôs not by taxing ourselves more to 
build a recreation complex, create a 
water park, build a trolley, or to just 
keep schools open. 

The time is now for you, as 
individuals and the Ames HBA as a 
group, to speak up and let your opinion 
be known and support our cityôs future.  
It is time we talk about real growth that 
comes from capitalism not government.  
It is time we let businesses know we 
want growth and new opportunities in 
our city.  Growth is what keeps a town 
alive.  

Without growth we will 
continue to see Ames struggle 
ý nancially while surrounding 
communities grow.

Please share your opinion on 
this issue with me via email.  Thank 
you.

Mark Hanson
AHBA President
mark@hansonhomesinc.commark@hansonhomesinc.com
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Get in the loop...
Spring Golf Outing
Mark your calendar for the Spring Ames HBA Golf Outing.  The Spring Outing will be Monday, May 22 
at the Ames Golf & Country Club.  A best ball tournament will get started at 12:00 noon with registra-
tion set to begin at 11:00 am.  Cost for the event will be $55 per person and will include golf & cart, 
prizes and dinner!  Registration forms will be sent in the mail soon.  If you are interested in sponsor-
ing the event, please complete the enclosed form or contact Stacy at 515/460-5550 or ameshomebuil
ders@msn.com.

Ames HBA Scholarship applications still available
The Ames HBA has a strong commitment to give back to the communities it serves.  We have 
established a scholarship fund which annually provides scholarships to graduating seniors who 
plan to continue their studies in a construction-related ý eld.  The 2006 scholarship information and 
application can be found on the Ames HBA website at: www.ameshomebuilders.com/press.php 
Applications are due to the Ames HBA no later than May 1, 2006.  Recipients will be made aware 
shortly there after and a presentation will be made by the Ames HBA at the studentôs high school 
scholarship banquet. 

March Membership Meeting
Ames welcomes you to the ý rst ever Special Olympics USA National Games. In July, 2006, Ames 
will be transformed into an Olympic Village to host 3,500 athletes, 2,000 coaches and delegates, 
12,000 family members and friends, 8,000 volunteers, and 30,000 spectators. This event promises 
to highlight thrilling athletic competition, exciting live entertainment, and provide experiences that 
will generate lifetime memories.  Rich Fellingham, President and CEO of Special Olympics Iowa, 
will be our featured speaker at the March General Membership Meeting.  Rich will update us on the 
latest news, opportunities and activities related to the Games.  This is a great opportunity for Ames to 
showcase its community and its ammenties to athletes, coaches, families and fans from around the 
United States.  Please join us Tuesday, March 21, at The Basil, 6400 W. Lincoln Way, for an evening 
of networking, socializing and good food.  Social hour begins at 6 pm, dinner will start at 7 pm.  Cost 
is $25/person and advance RSVP is strongly encouraged and appreciated.  Call Stacy at 515/460-
5550 to reserve your seat or email her at ameshomebuilders@msn.com.  See you there!
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