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inter is over and spring
Whas ynally arrived! | wish
those words were true. This

has to be a winter that will go down
in the history books. We all seem to
work through it despite the set backs
mother nature creates. As we do plan
our spring and summer agendags, we
need to think positive and promote our
industry as a whole despite what the
media is conveying. The media has been
repecting the image that our industry
is all but out of business. We need to
pass the word to our community and
customers that even though our industry
is experiencing a slow down, that this
is the ideal time to be taking advantage
of that with lower interest rates, cost of
goods, and availability and to build that
new home, remodel or do an addition.
We have several committees
in place for 2008, which are currently
underway with task. (Please see our
list of committees and chairs in this
newsletter). Feel free to contact Stacy,
any board member or committee chair if
you would like to assist in any way.
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Presidentés Message

Looking around the corner the
International Builders Show in Orlando
will be from February 13" to the 16™
with lowa Night on Thursday the 14™
5:00-7:00 at the Rosen Centre Hotel.
Our annual Chili Cook off is scheduled
for February 19" at the Elks (2™ poor),
which is a lot of fun for everyone.

The 2008 Parade of Homes
is under way and scheduled for June
13" 7 15" and 20" 1 22", This year
the Parade is being organized by Matt
Barr. Check the Ames Homes Builders
Web Site for more up-dates on events
and memberships meetings as spring
approaches. (www.ameshomebuilders.c
om).

In closing if you have not been
to one of our membership meetings
recently, | encourage you to attend
and bring a guest. This is a great
opportunity to socialize with your
industry colleagues, the meetings are
informative, and we always have fun.

Still Having Fun!

Randy Rathert
515-708-0962
rathertconstruction@msn.com

Laura Cram
Keith Arneson, Scott Brower, Brian Thompson,Rich Johan-

son (Alt), Jake Hanson Alt), Ryan Pries(Alt)
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Dell to Give Double Discounts in February...Dell is offering double discounts to NAHB
members 8 and staff 8 from Feb. 1 through Feb. 29 on an array of products designed to meet the
technology needs of your company. That means Dellis normal discounts of 3% to 5% to NAHB mem-
bers and staff will double to 6% to 10% on essential small business technology, including business-
class desktops and cutting-edge notebooks. NAHB members have access to a team of dedicated
representatives who understand the industryis business needs and can help build a complete solution
thatis right for each member. Go to www.dell.com/nahb to get started.

City of Ames Boards and Commissions...The City of Ames is recruiting to yll positions on the
Cityis numerous boards and commissions that form an important extension of local government.
The members of the boards and commissions are not part of City staff; rather, they are non-elected
residents of Ames who are interested in the welfare of the community and want to volunteer their time
and talents. Terms for positions on most of the Cityls boards and commissions begin each year on
April 1. A list of upcoming vacancies and application forms are available at the City Clerkis Ofyce and
the Ames Public Library, or at www.cityofames.org. Applications should be returned to the City Clerkis
Ofyce by February 8, 2008.

lowa Night at the IBS...Are you attending the International Builders Show this month? If so, plan to
attend lowa Night Social/Networking Event, Thursday, February 14, 5-7 pm. The event will be held at
the Rosen Centre Hotel which is across from the Convention Center. All HBA lowa members, em-
ployees, family and guests are invited to join the fun.

AHBA Membership Drive...Following the success of the 2007 Spring Membership Drive the

AHBA Membership committee is planning another membership drive event for 2008. We would

like our current members to be thinking about potential new members who we could solicit for
membership. Take some time and think about who you work with everyday - are they members

of the AHBA? Could they beneyt from membership? Please pass their names on to Stacy at
ameshomebuilders@msn.com or to any Board member and we will put them on a contact list. We
plan to host some fun events in the next few months that would be the perfect opportunity for you, as
a current member, to bring a potential members along to see what it is all about. The AHBA member-
ship application can be found on our website at www.ameshomebuilders.com or by contacting Stacy
at ameshomebuilders@msn.com.

Newsletter Advertising for 2008
Are you interested in reaching 180 plus members on a monthly basis? Why not advertise in Tool
Box! Newsletter advertising began in January and will run for the 2008 year. Please contact Stacy at
ameshomebuilders@msn.com or 515/460-5550 to reserve your space ASAP, there is still space.

Business Card - $150
Quarter Page - $425
Half Page - $550
Full Page - $725

All ads will run 11 months and MUST be supplied as a pdf yle via email to
ameshomebuilders@msn.com






