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appy Holidays to All! Christmas
to me is a time to be with family

and friends and to give thanks for the time
we do have together and to rejoice the
occasion. This is also a time of year where
we review what we have accomplished
this year and what we hope to accomplish
for next year. | hope everyone had a great
year and that 2009 will be even better.

It seems like only yesterday |
was writing my yrst newsletter and here
I am writing my last. AHBA has been a
lot of fun this year and has also been a
learning experience for me. As president
I found myself wanting to know more
about the State and National political
issues we face, becoming more involved
and understanding with local government
issues,
learning the structure of AHBA and
what it stands for, attending AHBA and
NHBA events, meeting and networking
and getting to know people within our
industry and just having a good time.

2008 has been a year of change,
some good and maybe some not so good.
Ames is unique and we always seem
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to continue forward. Our community is
prosperous in many ways and we can all
be thankful for that.

| encourage you to get involved
with your AHBA weather it be just
attending fund raising events, going to
memberships meetings, helping with a
committee,
or becoming a board member. You will
ynd it enjoyable and rewarding.

Last I would like to thank Jon
Hunziker for bringing me to my yrst
membership meeting and getting me to
join and to Steve Shuey for correcting me
and showing his support.

Lets all welcome your new President Jake
Hanson as we look forward to 2009.

Have a great and enjoyable

Holiday Season.

Merry Christmas
Sincerely
Randy Rathert
AHBA President
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