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On November 13th, 2007 the 
AHBA celebrated our 50th

year anniversary in style at the 
Gateway Hotel.  My opening comment 
was WOW!!  We had over 130 people in 
attendance for a fun ý lled festive evening.  
Many highlights occurred that evening 
but none was bigger than us being able 
to recognize our 2007 Builder of the Year 
Award.  We honored four of our charter 
members who are still active in the industry 
and our local home builders association 
with their attendance and support.  What 
a honor to present Erb Hunziker, Bob 
Friedrich, SR, Don Furman, and Bob 
Shaffer with their plaques.  We also 
honored Kirk Giest as associate of the year 
from the AHBA.  Thank you to all ý ve 
of these gentlemen for all they do for our 
association. And thank you to our EO, Stacy 
Woodward for putting together such a great 
event and venue.

During the meeting we elected 
new ofý cers and board members.  New 
members to the board are Keith Arneson, 
Laura Cramm, Rich Lepper, and Ryan Pries.  
Congratulations and thank you for stepping 
up to serve on the AHBA board.  We also 
extend our thanks to three retiring board 

members Mark Hanson, Mike Schmit, and 
Ben Strotman for their many contributions 
and participation.  We are looking forward 
to their continued involvement with the 
AHBA.  Our ofý cers and Womenôs Council 
ofý cers were installed during the evening.

AHBA Past President Rich Fitch 
was installed as the President of the Home 
Builders Association of Iowa for 2008.  
Rich is the seventh person from AHBA to 
have served our state association president.  
Congratulations Rich and have a great year 
leading our state association.

You have already received your 
invitation to the AHBA Christmas Party 
on December 7th at the Holiday Inn Hotel. 
Please plan to be there for an enjoyable 
evening.

I want to take a moment to say 
thank you for allowing me to serve as 
your president in 2007.  What a great 
organization to be a part of and Thank You 
to our EO, Stacy, for making the AHBA 
run smoothly.  I want to wish you and your 
family a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.          

Dean Axland
AHBA President   
cdaxland@msn.com
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