
sponses were very informa-
tive and shaped the rest of 
our discussion.  We want to 
give our entire membership 
the opportunity to weigh in 
on this process.  Please 
take a moment to give your 
answer to these questions 
by talking to me, another 
board member, or our ex-
ecutive director, Stacy 
Woodward.  For the second 
half of the Boardôs planning 
session, we developed ac-
tion items in the areas of 
government affairs, com-
munity outreach, member-
ship, finance & fundraising, 
and communication.  Look 
for more details over the 
next several months for 
how we can improve our 
association and better rep-
resent our industry. 
 Letôs all look for-
ward to March Madness 
and the March ñmudò that 
comes with warmer 
weather! 

Brad Heemstra 
AHBA President 
Cell: 515-290-2661 

bradheemstra@buildwithintegrity.com 

 Itôs February 
and weôre still in the 
middle of Winter!  But 
the days are getting 
longer and warmer 
weather is just around 
the corner.  At last 
monthôs membership 
meeting we heard an 
update from two of our 
City Council members.  
Jeremy Davis and Pe-
ter Orazem shared 
their perspective on 
what can be done to 
attract new jobs to the 
Ames area, progress 
towards creating an 
industrial park east of I
-35, and direction for 
the City Council in 
2011.  The City is 
working with the 
Chamber of Com-
merce to have a closer 
ñlinkò with each other 
and help prospective 
businesses navigate 
through the City de-
partments and locate 
resources more effec-
tively.  Another recent 
success is the an-

nouncement from WebFil-
ings planning to add 250 
jobs in Ames. 
 Our February 
meeting is one youôll not 
want to miss.  Join us at 
Johnnyôs Sports Bar in 
Hilton Coliseum for a 
great time to connect with 
business associates and 
hear from two Iowa State 
University leaders ï War-
ren Madden, Vice Presi-
dent for Business & Fi-
nance and Jamie Pollard, 
Athletic Director.  Ames 
Home Builders is the first 
group to reserve this 
space ï so invite a friend 
and come check it out! 
 On Friday, Febru-
ary 4 the Board of Direc-
tors invested four hours of 
focused time developing a 
strategic plan for the next 
several years.  We started 
our session with two sim-
ple questions:  1) What do 
you like about AHBA ï 
what do we do well? and 
2) What do you NOT like 
about AHBA ï where can 
we improve?  The re-
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Tax, Accounting, & Payroll Services 

Klatt & Associates, CPA, PC 

Payroll Services of Iowa, Inc. 

617 Duff, P.O. Box 310, Ames, IA 50010 

Phone: (515) 232-5642 Fax: (515) 233-4167 

Dave Klatt, CPA Janet Brimeyer, CPA 

www.klatt -assoc.com 

Womenõs Council  

 

Greetings from Womenôs Council!! 
 

Thank you to all that attended the  
Christmas Party on January 7

th
.  It was a 

fun evening of food, games, and dancing! 
 

Womenôs Council is making plans for the 
year and has recently elected the following 

new officers for this year: 
Co-Presidents-  

Sonja Stephan and Candie Cable 
Secretary/Treasurer -Jane Houk 

 
Our first activity is a cake demonstration at 
Cookôs Emporium on Saturday, February 
12

th  
at 10:00 a.m.  If you are interested in 
joining us, please contact  Sonja,  

Candie, or Jane! 
 

Thanks for all of your support, and of 
course, we are welcoming new members!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

224 Mathews Dr., Gilbert, IA  50105 
Phone/Fax:  515-232-8644 

Inspections Project  
Collaboration Invitation  

 
Ames Building Official, David Brown, recently 

invited all building officials and inspectors in the 
State to work together on development of build-
ing, electrical, mechanical, and plumbing inspec-

tion checklists for new home construction. All 
Iowa cities were invited to email their local 

checklists to him for consensus development of 
uniform documents for voluntary use by partici-
pating communities. All members of the AHBA 
are also invited to submit code related punch 
lists they currently use. The objective - docu-
ments that accurately list the items inspectors 
actually look at - which can be used by inspec-
tors, builders and subs, and will be available to 

the general public. 
Anyone wanting to submit checklist suggestions, 
references, or who just wants to be included on 
an email list for development updates should 

email him at:  
dabrown@city.ames.ia.us  

 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 

Bella Homes  
Chris Gardner 
PO Box 242 

Huxley IA  50124 
515/401-8615 

bellahomes@huxcomm.net 
 

Destiny Homes  
Dan Sparks 

2202 Wolf Way 
West Des Moines IA  50265 

515/418-8342 
dsparks@destinyhomesusa.com 

http://www.klatt-assoc.com/
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Builder After Hours  
 

Join fellow AHBA members for a fun networking social  
after a day on the job.  Stop by George White Chevrolet 
to meet your friends, have a beer and view the 2011 line 

of GM trucks and cars available.   
 

Donôt forgetð a benefit of your membership is  
a $500 discount on all GM cars and trucks.   

 
Stop by any time between 5:30 and 7:30 pm 

NO RSVP necessaryðno cost to attend 
 

Builder After Hours  
Thursday, March 3  

5:30ð7:30 pm  
George White Chevrolet  

S. Duff Avenue & Highway 30  
 


